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Always check for local campﬁre
restrictions and permit requirements.
Build campﬁres away from dry grass,
overhanging branches, steep slopes,
rotten stumps and logs, and leaves.
Pile any extra wood away from the
ﬁre.
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Use a shovel to scrape away leaves,
grass, needles, and any ﬂammable
material within a 10-foot circle. The
bare soil will keep a small campﬁre
from spreading.
Start with igniting dry twigs and small
sticks in the campﬁre. Add larger
sticks as the campﬁre starts to burn
stronger.
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A skilled ﬁre builder will not need
ﬂammable liquids to start the ﬁre.
Use a match or lighter. Discard the
match into the ﬁre.
Wear protective gloves to put the
largest pieces of wood on last,
pointing them toward the middle of
the ﬁre.
Keep plenty of water nearby. Have a
shovel on site for throwing dirt on the
ﬁre if it gets out of control and for
stirring with water when putting the
campﬁre out.

Keep the campﬁre small. A good bed
of coals or a small ﬁre surrounded by
rocks gives plenty of heat and is
suﬃcient for cooking.
Never leave a campﬁre unattended.
Even a small breeze can cast embers
and cause the ﬁre to spread. A
campﬁre left burning at night can
easily reignite while you are asleep.

Drown the ﬁre with water. Stir all
embers, coals, and sticks with a
shovel. Move rocks using the
shovel—there may be burning embers
underneath.
Stir the remains, add more water, and
stir again. Be sure all burned material
has been extinguished and cooled.
Feel all materials with the back of
your hand slightly above the coals.
Make sure that no roots are burning.
Do not bury or scatter your
coals—they can smolder and reignite.
Don’t leave your ﬁre until you know it
is completely cold and out.
You can be held liable for the costs of
putting a ﬁre out if your campﬁre
starts a wildﬁre.

Anyone who has felt the warmth of a ﬁre and
enjoyed its friendly light knows that ﬁre is not
always a devastating blaze. Fire, along with air,
water, and earth, was considered a basic element
by our ancestors. Long ago, they learned to use and
control ﬁre.
Most people are careful with ﬁre. They build their
ﬁres in the right place and at the right time. It is
important to keep ﬁres the proper size and put
them out before leaving them.
Nationally, nearly 9 out of 10 wildﬁres are caused
by humans. Since people cause most wildﬁres,
people can prevent wildﬁres.
This pamphlet provides some tips to help you enjoy
ﬁre safely when in the outdoors.
For more information, go to www.smokeybear.com.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and
lender.
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Keep vehicles and motorized
equipment regularly serviced to
ensure good operating condition.
Check tires for proper tread depth and
inﬂation.
Ensure trailer chains are not dragging
and wheel bearings are properly
greased.
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Do not park, drive or idle in tall, dry
grass. A hot undercarriage and exhaust
pipe can ignite a wildﬁre.
Keep your catalytic converter and
exhaust system in good working order
to avoid sparks that can ignite a
wildﬁre.
Chainsaws, portable generators,
oﬀ-road vehicles and trail bikes require
functioning spark arresters.

If smoking is permitted, smoke while
stopped in an area at least 3 feet in
diameter that is clear of all ﬂammable
material.
Properly dispose of all smoking
materials by packing them out, using
a portable ashtray, or using a
designated receptical.
Never throw smoking materials out of
a car window. Use an ashtray.

Check the details of local ﬁre
restrictions. Some lanterns, stoves,
and heaters may be prohibited when
ﬁre danger is high.
Only use lanterns, stoves, or heaters
in a cleared area, away from
ﬂammable material.
Place cooled lanterns, stoves and
heaters on the ground in a cleared
area before refueling. If fuel spills,
move to a new clearing before
lighting. Store ﬂammable liquids away
from any heat source.
Never use gas lanterns or stoves
inside a tent, trailer, or camper. Use a
battery-powered light source instead.
Always read and follow manufacturer
instructions for heaters, lanterns, and
stoves.

If using a public grill, or transporting a
grill or ﬁrepit, put hot coals in a metal
bucket. Drown, stir, and drown the
coals with water and feel slightly
above the coals with the back of your
hand to be sure they are cold.
Do not discard or scatter charcoal
briquettes.

Check local laws and agency websites
to determine where recreational
shooting may be restricted.
Check for ﬁre restrictions in the area
you will be shooting. Target shooting
may be temporarily restricted when
fuels are dry, and conditions allow for
wildﬁres to easily ignite.
Tracer bullets and incendiary
ammunition are prohibited on public
lands.
Ammunition type matters. Under dry
conditions, steel core and jacketed
bullets can ignite sparks. Use a magnet
to identify steel core and jacketed
bullets.
Choose targets that reduce bullet
fragments, such as paper or
biodegradable targets.
Target shooting may cause a wildﬁre
when an ill-placed bullet, striking a
hard surface, shatters and its hot
fragments land in dry plant matter.
Place your target on a dirt surface,
free of dry vegetation. Backstops
should be free of rocks and dry
vegetation.
Exploding targets can ignite dry
vegetation and may be prohibited.
Check local restrictions before using.
Be prepared to extinguish any ﬁres by
having a ﬁre extinguisher, shovel, and
water available.
Before leaving, check the target area
for any signs of ﬁre or heat.

Check local laws, ﬁre restrictions, and
burning regulations. Some areas, at
certain times of the year, ban burning
or only allow it during speciﬁed hours.
A burning permit may also be
required.
Check the weather. Don’t burn on dry,
windy days.
Choose a safe burning site away from
powerlines, overhanging limbs,
buildings, vehicles, and equipment.
Aim for a vertical clearance of at least
three times the height of the burn
pile.
Consider composting vegetation
instead of burning. Only burn dry,
natural vegetation from your property,
if necessary and not prohibited.
In many areas it is illegal to burn
household trash, plastic, or tires. It is
harmful to the environment and you,
so properly dispose of these items.
At least 10 feet of gravel or mineral
soil (dirt) should surround the burn
pile in all directions.
Keep a rake, shovel, and source of
water nearby. Water down the
surroundings during the burn. Keep
piles small. Add additional debris as
the ﬁre burns down. Stay with the ﬁre
until it is completely out.
Check with State or local ﬁre agencies
prior to burning larger agricultural
properties.

